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FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear Patrons of the Arts,
Hello summer and hello to all of you. It sure
has been hot and windy and we sure could use
some rain. Wheat harvest is
now over the planting of corn
and milo is done.
My husband and I live just
north of Oakley. We have six
grown children, and we are
having a lot of fun with our
grandkids.
Once again tis time for our WPAA board
members to contact you about our membership and\or sponsorship. Our 53rd season
looks really awesome. So please follow us on
Facebook and our webpage along with all the
newspapers and radio. We always try to keep
you up to date on any changes.
It is awesome that we can bring so many
shows to the Greater Northwest Kansas area.
So, enjoy the rest of the summer and we
will see all of you on September 11. Put that
date on your calendar. It will be great to see all
of you again.
Sincerely, Donna Albers

WPAA Annual Meeting
The annual meeting of WPAA was held February 6. Donna Albers was elected as president,
Lesa Juenemann, president-elect, Jan Barnum
secretary and Betty Hockersmith continues as
appointed treasurer. Amie Kendrick is Media
Correspondent. Chelsea Schmitt keeps the
website updated.

Membership Drive Underway
Board members are in the process of
contacting current members and sponsors for
the 53rd WPAA season programs. If you have
not been contacted or know of someone
interested in being a sponsor or member
please contact someone on the board member
list on page 4 of this newsletter.
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR 2022-23
This is our 53rd year and you can go to all of these for $50
This is a tentative schedule and all programs are subject to change.

Sunday, September 11, 3:00 p.m. Jim Curry’s tribute is the
first and only full length JOHN DENVER, show to headline in Las
Vegas and has been celebrated nationally and internationally.
Oakley H. S. Auditorium

Sunday, September 25, 3:00 p.m. To music fans worldwide
DOTSERO translates to “A no nonsense thrill ride of energy and
excitement”, a band full of life, energy and spontaneity. Oakley
H.S. Auditorium.
Sunday, October 2, 3:00 p.m. COPPER STREET BRASS plays all
types of music in bold and innovative ways in “That ’70s Show”.
Cultural Arts Center, Colby
Mon.-Wed. October 10-12 WICHITA CHILDREN’S THEATRE will
present ”Three Little Kittens” in area schools. Oakley, Goodland, Colby, Hoxie, Winona, Quinter
Sunday, October 16, 3:00 p.m. A NEIL DIAMOND TRIBUTE is a
Broadway style production featuring 12X Branson show award
winner Keith Allyn who unveils the story of Diamond’s life
through Diamond’s own songs. Hoxie H.S. Auditorium.
October 17, School program for students Hoxie H.S.
Sunday, October 30, 3:00 p.m. R. J. VANDYGRIFF does a one
man musical comedy about the most fascinating character to
ever ride across the pages of history, the American cowboy,
“The Cowboy Ain’t Dead Yet!” Cultural Arts Center, Colby
Sunday, November 13, 3:00 p.m. THREE ON A STRING, four
talented performers do all kinds of music from old standards,
country, classical, bluegrass and folk. Cultural Arts Center,
Colby
Sunday, December 11, 3:00 p.m. The Four Freshmen will
present “A Fresh New Christmas” for an exciting holiday show.
Oakley H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, January 29, 3:00 p.m. JEFF DAVIDSON re-visits the
history of the west by combining a unique blend of songs, historical facts and pictures. Perfect for Kansas Day! Bird City
Legion Hall There will be no charge at the door for this show.
January 30, School presentations.

St Francis and Atwood
Continued next page

Board member profile
Randy and Denise Wittman of Quinter, KS have been
“board members” for WPAA since 2009.
The reason board members is in quotations is because,
in all these years, neither of us has been able to attend a
single board meeting! We both have had jobs that require
us to work most Saturdays. We became involved with
WPAA when Allaire and Arla
Homburg moved away from the
area and asked us to take their
places on the board. We support
WPAA because we appreciate the
opportunity to bring high caliber
theater and programs to rural
western Kansas.
Randy grew up in Quinter and has managed Bird’s
Family Market for the past 22 years. Denise, who grew up
in Denver, worked as a sign language interpreter for
Quinter & Wheatland Public schools for 14 years, and then
in the Long Term Care at Gove County Medical Center for
15 years. They raised 2 sons, Brandon & Skyler, and
became empty nesters in 2010. Randy & Denise will both
be retired at the end of June this year.
Quinter as a community has long supported WPAA.
Quinter is basically a farming community, nestled between
Hays and Colby, with a population of about 930. We are
proud to have 5 Doctors and a Nurse Practitioner, a
Dentist, an Optometrist, and 2 Chiropractors. We also have
Gove County Medical Center and Long Term Care, Bird’s
Family Market, Ray’s Pharmacy, and Jay Johnson Library. It
is also the home of Castle Rock, chalk formations located
south of Quinter.
Submitted by Denise Wittman

Season continued

Sunday, February 19, 3:00 p.m. KIM & DAN
CHRISTIAN will present a wide variety of music in
their Squeeze Box Extravaganza which showcases
how versatile and extraordinary the accordian is.
Quinter H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, March 5, 3:00 p.m. NIC & DESI, Broadway dancing stars and real life married couple, will
share their love of song and dance in a high-energy
journey through stage and screen favorites. Oakley
H.S. Auditorium.
Sunday, March 19, 3:00 p.m. An established upand-coming premier act in the country pop genre,
the HALL SISTERS have been described as a combination of Lady A and the soulful harmony of the Carpenters. Cultural Arts Center, Colby
Sunday March 26, 3:00 p.m. C.T (2:00 M.T.) JERRY
BARLOW will perform a show of medieval Irish &
Scottish history and music call “Of Castles and Kings.
Sharon Springs H.S. Auditorium.
March 27, School program. Sharon Springs
Sunday, April 2, 3:00 p.m. KEVIN & HEIDI CHENG, a
married violin and piano duo, will perform bluegrass,
gospel and classical music. Goodland H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, April 23, 3:00 p.m. IN-ACHORD from Kansas State niversity will present their a cappella and
beatbox harmonies. Oakley H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, April 30 3:00 p.m. RAT PACK JAZZ featuring traditional Pop singer Frank Lamphere. Oakley
H.S. Auditorium
Please check the program booklet which will be printed

Humanities Kansas
Across Kansas, late summer brings county fair season
and all the fun that goes along with it. But what happens
when the carnival stops coming? These community connectors have largely gone by the wayside due to economic
challenges, but some counties have united to host community-owned carnivals. This talk will delve into the history
of the carnival in Kansas, and the recent herculean efforts
by small, rural communities to keep this tradition alive and
thriving. Presented by Erika Nelson.
Date and Time: July 13, 2022, 3:30 PM CT
Location: Oakley Public Library, 700 W 3rd St, Oakley

Pippa White Story Teller
Last March Pippa White again told stories about
pioneer history. This time she was in Quinter in a
presentation “As far as the eye can see”. She does a
good job of making history real and also interacts
with the audience before
and after the
presentation. She has
appeared at other WPAA
locations in the past and
hopefully you will have a
chance to hear her at a
future date..

Barn Quilts
A new art form we see in the countryside that has
developed in the last 20 years is the barn quilt. Barn
quilts are a way to show pride in a community and
make it in a way that people will want to come and see.
While barn quilts have been around for many
years, there's been a spike in popularity in the last two
decades. In Adams County, Ohio, in 2001, Donna Sue
Groves set out to honor her mother, Maxine, and her
quilt art by painting a quilt block on her tobacco barn.
The idea was a hit, and soon friends and neighbors
wanted painted quilts of their own. Donna realized that
her unique quilting could have quite the effect on the
area, so she decided to paint barns with quilt squares
all over, and soon the first barn quilt trail was born.

Her vision was an imaginary clothesline of barn
quilts that would stretch from coast to coast. Now
there are thousands of barn quilts and hundreds of
barn quilt trails.
A quilt trail is a collection of quilt blocks on a series
of barns that are on a walking or driving trail. The quilt
patterns don't have to be on barns, though. The quilt
designs can be on the side of any buildings the quilter
sees fit to put them on.
The barn quilts are generally chosen from a family's
own colorful quilt pattern that has been passed down
through the years. Then the family's quilt pattern is
turned into public art on their own barn or other building, and it becomes part of a quilt trail.
Since its beginning, the barn quilt project has
launched many quilt trails, and these works of art have
brought serious tourism boosts to rural communities.
The scenic drives across rural areas to see the colorful
sides of barns have become a beloved folk art tradition

in several areas, but Ohio is still the king (or queen!)
of barn quilt squares. There are now 43 quilt trails in
the United States and three in Canada, with the US
trails found in states ranging from Iowa, Illinois and
Wisconsin to Alabama, Tennessee, and Kentucky.
Thanks to Donna Sue Groves and the Ohio Arts
Council, old barns are now a must-see for anyone
who enjoys small towns, American art, and familyfriendly tourist attractions that kids and adults will
love. Find a barn quilt trail map near you and get out
on the road!
For more information barnquiltinfo.com has a
map of the USA. By clicking on the state there is information on barn quilt trails in the counties shown.
Hopkins, Missouri, has been designated Barn Quilt
City USA. The longest trail is in Shawano County, Wisconsin.
Kidder Story on Film
The Wallace County High School videography class
under the direction of Brenda Tropf created a video
which tells the tragic story of the Kidder Massacre.
That was an event that took place in June of 1867 and
is closely tied to the larger picture of the Hancock
Expedition early-Indian Wars period, in which Fort
Wallace played a vital role.
The class created the script, props, costumes,
special effects and did the editing to create this story
for a modern audience. The battle scenes involve
nearly 30 community members on the actual site of
the Kidder Massacre in Sherman County and other
scenes were shot at the 1879 Railroad House in
Wallace and at the Fort Wallace Cemetery.
You can watch the 22minute video by going to
YouTube and typing “The
Lost Son: The search for
Lyman Kidder” in the search
box.
Original communications
between the Kidder family
members and soldiers who
searched for and found the
remains of the Kidder party
are an important source of
information
for
the
production of the video
story.

WPAA BOARD MEMBERS
Cheyenne County
Bird City; Beth Klepper
St Francis; Helene Landenberger, *Althea Lebow, Marsha
Magley
Decatur County
Gove County
Grainfield, Denise Packard
Grinnell, *Leona Dickman
Quinter, Denise and Randy Wittman
Logan County
Oakley, Donna Albers, Betty Hockersmith, treasurer, Connie
Singer, Shane Stephenson,
Winona, Ruth Smith
Rawlins County
Atwood, Millie Fisher, Charles Peckham, Chelsea Schmitt
Sheridan County
Hoxie, Marilyn Meier,
Sherman County
Goodland, Curtis Duncan *Eric and Roxie Yonkey
Thomas County
Brewster, Lesa Juenemann
Colby, Jan Barnum, Katina Brenn,
Kevin Juenemann, Amie Kendrick, Sandy Wilks.
C C C, Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Director

Wallace County
Sharon Springs, William and *Wilma Mai
Wallace, Cecil & Jayne Humphrey Pearce
Weskan, Vernon and Mary Beth Akers
* denotes community contact person
WEBSITES OF INTEREST
www.humanitieskansas.org Humanities Kansas
www.maaa.org/ Mid America Arts Alliance
www.hppr.org High Plains Public Radio
www.colbycc.edu/ Colby Community College
http://goodlandarts.org/ Carnegie Arts Center

The WPAA Newsletter is Published 3 times yearly by
Western Plains Arts Association for its members and friends.
We welcome your comments and suggestions. at
mailbox@maifarms.com
Staff:
Bill and Wilma Mai…………....………………..…….…Editors
Bill Mai…………………………...…………..………...Publisher
Amie Kendrick......................................Media Correspondent
Pat Ziegelmeier…………………..…..…….Executive Director
Chelsea Schmitt...……………………………….….Webmaster
Web address…….................http://www.wpaa.us

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED
Colby Community College
Western Plains Arts Association
1255 SOUTH RANGE

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
COLBY, KANSAS
PERMIT NO. 136

