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Please Note; Program Change
Pippa White program previously scheduled for
Sunday February 6 has been rescheduled for
March 20 at the same time and location.

From the President
Happy New Year!!!
Hope you are all well and ready for the second
half of our season. As of the time I wrote this
message, everything is set for our
programs. I will encourage you to
please take a mask with you to all
performances as we never know
when requirements at our diﬀerent
show sites may change. I also
request that you be respectful to
everyone and please sit at least 6 feet away from
those who have already chosen their seats. I’m
hoping everyone can feel safe to travel in western
Kansas and attend WPAA events.
This will be my last message as the annual
meeting of WPAA will take place soon and there
will be a few new oﬃcers. I suggest that you get to
know the representatives from your area. I’m sure
they would like to know you appreciate all they do,
I sure do appreciate each and every one of them.
And once again, if you are interested on being on
our board, please let them know or contact me. We
have several spots open in most areas.
Please keep an eye on our Facebook site because
you know how crazy our world has become. We’ll
keep you posted of any changes. And even though
WPAA will have a new President soon, you may
always call my cell phone 785-675-1407 to find out
information. I will still be a member of the board.
Come enjoy the Winter/Spring programs. I hope
to see you there!

Marilyn Meier
Music Quotes;
“Without music, life would be a mistake.” Friedrich Nietzsche
“If I were not a physicist, I would probably be a
musician. I often think in music. I live my daydreams
in music. I see my life in terms of music.” Albert Einstein
“There are two means of refuge from the misery of
life - music and cats.” Albert Schweitzer

Winter, 2022

2021-22 Program Season Continues
Doors will open approximately 30-40 minutes before each show starts.
All programs are scheduled and listed on central time.
( All programs are subject to unavoidable cancellations and change of
time and location.)

The second half of the 52nd Western Plains Arts Association season opened with the cowboy poetry and country commentary of R.
P. Smith who hosts the HOME GROWN RADIO PROGRAM. It took
place at he Rawlins County High School Auditorium, on Sunday January 23.
Sunday, February 20, 3:00 p.m. (2:00
p.m. MT) “New Odyssey” began in 1988 as
a group of 3 guys from Chicago who played
30 instruments and brought audiences to
their feet with a mix of music, showmanship
and comedy for all ages! They stepped on
the stage for the last time as a group in late
2018. The legacy continues with the man, the legend, the one man
show dynamo New Odyssey Guy! Gary Todd continues to entertain
the crowds with several of his favorite instruments, bringing a hilarious, outlandish and a totally unpredictable single act back to the
stage at the Sharon Springs H. S. Auditorium.
Sunday, March 6, 3:00p.m. Hawley Magic is husband and wife
duo, Jonathan and Trisha Hawley. Together they have traveled the
world with a fresh, slick new approach to magic
and illusion that is extremely high energy and action packed. Among their accomplishments is being finalist on the hit national television show
America’s Got Talent. Hawley Magic creates an
exceptional show that will leave you on the edge of
you seat when you experience their illusions at the Cultural Arts Center, Colby.
Sunday, March 13, 3:00 p.m. ball in the house is an R&B/soul/
pop a cappella group based out of Boston, MA. With their extensive
tour schedule (approx 200 shows a year) will appear at the Colby
High School Auditorium. BitH has performed all over the country!
They have performed with such artists as The Beach Boys, Fantasia,
The Jonas Brothers, Gladys Knight, Lionel Richie, Jessica Simpson,
Blondie, The Temptations, Smokey Robinson, KC & The Sunshine
Band, and numerous others. The
Boston Globe says of the group,
"Ball in the House has everything
you would expect to find in a successful pop/R&B band...the one
thing it doesn't have is instruments."
Continued page 2

Season continued

Sunday, March 20 at 3:00 p.m., at the
Quinter High School Auditorium story teller Pippa White will portray the prairie and its people: the early pioneers who crossed it, the later
pioneers who settled it, the brave people of the
Dust Bowl, and the Native American people who struggled to
keep the prairie that once belonged only to them in a presentation called “Far as the Eye Can See”.
March 21, School programs in Quinter
Sunday, March 27, 3:00 p.m. Oakley High School Auditorium, Nashville Legacy. Pianist Jason Coleman and guitarist
Meagan Taylor take audiences on a
journey back in time to Nashville’s
“golden era,” sharing the music made
famous by Jason’s grandfather, piano
legend Floyd Cramer, and Meagan’s
uncle, guitar virtuoso Chet Atkins, as
well as by the countless country, pop,
and rock artists whose careers they impacted.
Tuesday April 12, 7:30 p.m. Oakley H. S. Auditorium, From
the basement to the barn, your beloved Church Basement
Ladies are back and getting busy with
life outside the kitchen. After the last
of the hotdish is served, the coﬀee
pot is emptied, and the Jello molds
are put away, these steadfast, sturdy
women head to their farms, peel oﬀ
their good girdles, and get on with
their daily chores in their celebration
of rural life in the 50’s called “You Smell Barn”.
Sunday, April 24 at 3:00 p.m., at the Hoxie High School Auditorium This fun and diverse ensemble traces the evolution of
Cuban music from its African origins to modern days and styles
of music, in a range of rhythms from Rumba, Son, Bolero, and
Salsa. Cubanisms repertoire includes
Spanish, Brazilian,
and
English songs,
classics
arranged with a
very heavy Cuban touch, and also original material.
Sunday, May 1, 3:00 p.m. Cultural Arts Center, Colby. Pride
of the Prairie Orchestra will do a program of varied selections. It is composed of volunteer musicians, ranging from
school age to retired individuals. Musicians travel to Colby from
a wide geographical area representing communities in northwest Kansas and northeast Colorado.
Please note that changes in the schedule may take place.
All efforts will be made by available media if that happens.

Board Member Profile

By Amie Kendrick

Chelsea Schmitt is a Colorado native who grew up in
the mountains in Bailey. She came to Colby on a
softball scholarship to CCC, met her husband, Calvin,
and never looked back!! They live in Colby, have a
lovely nine year old daughter, and together they enjoy
the art shows and the many varied
WPAA shows presented in the
area. Chelsea currently works for
KYVZ Radio in Atwood, and helps
assist her dad, Steve Kinnett, head
coach, with the Trojan softball
team at CCC, in her spare time.
She has been a Western Plains Arts
Association board member since June of 2018.
Chelsea has loved music of all genres all her life, and
carries headphones with her, usually in her ears playing
music! She loves what WPAA does for the northwest
Kansas community, bringing diﬀerent sounds and
culture to this area, and loves being a part of it! Thank
you for being a part of our WPAA family, Chelsea!

Humanities Kansas at 50
In 2022, we’re celebrating 50 years of Humanities
Kansas exploring stories that carry our culture and ideas that change the world. Since our organization's
founding as an independent nonprofit in 1972, Humanities Kansas has explored bold stories and big ideas in
every corner of Kansas — ideas about what it means to
be human, to be part of a democracy, and to strengthen our communities. In 1965 President Johnson signed
the National Foundation on the Arts and Humanities
Act into law leading to the creation of the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). In 1972 Humanities Kansas was founded as the Kansas Committee for
the Humanities (KCH). In 1992 it was renamed Kansas
Humanities Council and since 2018 is known as Humanities Kansas. You can learn more about the history
of Humanities Kansas by going to their website. 50th
Anniversary - Humanities Kansas
Blommin’ Prairie Poetry
Board member Helene Landenberger has a book of
poetry published in 2011. It is described as “Poetry from
the land that the Cheyenne loved the best. Where the sky
is blue as wonder and the prairie passed the test. Where
the grain is gold and the beef is number one, and the air is
just the clearest under Western Kansas sun”. The book ,
by The Wild Rose Poet, is available from Amazon.
Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the
greatest treasure in the world. Martin Luther

Community Calendars
Colby;
Pride of the Prairie Orchestra, Sunday February 27,
Frahm Theatre Cultural Arts Center building, CCC Campus.
Barbershop Presentation, Saturday March 26, 2:00
p.m., Frahm Theatre Cultural Arts Center building, CCC
Campus.
Prairie Museum of Art & History, free art exhibits,
February; ART-ifacts, Colby H. S. students artwork, MarchMid April; Michelle Morris photography, Mid-April-May; art
by Ken Mitchell (tentative), June-Mid July; featuring work by
Virgil Penner. Hours through March; Tuesday-Friday 9-5.
Goodland;
Carnegie Arts center, Tuesday-Saturday, 10 AM-4 PM
First Friday of the Month at 1:00 PM, Zentangle with Threse.
See Calendar Carnegie Arts Center (goodlandarts.org)

Fort Wallace Museum;
The Civil War in Kansas, Sunday Feb. 20, 2:00 p.m. MT
Communication Along the Smoky Hill Trail Symposium,
Saturday March 12, 7:30 a.m.-3 p.m. MT.
Barbershop Presentation will be a program of Sound
Celebration featuring the combined Tumbleweed Chorus
from Colby and the High Plains Chorus from Hays. There will
also be songs by the Prairie Rose Harmony ladies group from
Colby, the Prairie Timbre Quartet and the Uncalled Four
Quartet. To hear some great four part harmony from local
musicians come to the Frahm Theatre March 26.

Samuel Ramey: American Bass
From Colby, Kansas, where a coach once tried to convince
his father that his son should concentrate on sports, Samuel
Ramey found his way to Grand Opera. Starting out in
secondary roles at the New York City Opera Company, Sam
rose from its ranks and went on to
stardom in the major opera houses
of the world. He dominated the
European stages with his unique
blend of masculinity, musicality, and
dramatic virtuosity. A 6x9 hardcover
278 book plus 80 pages of photos
was published in 2010 by Baskerville
Publishers and priced at $35.95. It
currently can be found at various
sites at higher prices including
AbeBooks where it is priced at $217.
Here is the description of the book at the publishers site;
Number eleven in Baskerville's Great Voices series, chronicling
the lives and work of the most accomplished singers in opera,
the book includes a music CD with recordings of Ramey. In
addition there are 80 pages of photographs, and an intriguing
"Sound Bites" section by Samuel Ramey himself. The
chronology and discography are definitive and there is an
index of names.

The author, Jane Scovell has co-authored books with
Marilyn Horne, Elizabeth Taylor, Ginger Rogers, Maureen
Stapleton and Kitty Dukakis. She is the author of Oona:
Living in the Shadows, a biography of Oona O'Neill Chaplin.
Jan Kraybill
Another Outstanding Colby native is Jan Anschutz
Kraybill. On February 13th at 2:00 p.m. CT she will be
oﬀering her 23rd Super Bowl Organ Concert, “Memories
and Mutations”. Jan serves as organ conservator at the
Kauﬀman Center for the performing arts in
Kansas City, MO. and has a long list of
accomplishments and awards.
While in high school in Colby, she
played her first European piano recital in
Andover, England.
She is an “advocate for the power of
music to change lives for the better”.
Her concert can be heard live online on Super Bowl
Sunday by doing a search for Jan Kraybill.
BRING A STUDENT
In past seasons we have made available a coupon for
ticket holders to “bring a student” to a WPAA concert. We
are repeating that oﬀer for the current season.
The
coupon below can be clipped and kept with your season
tickets.
Any group of 20 or more students will be admitted to a
WPAA program for only $5.00 per student. The group
should be accompanied by an adult sponsor.

STUDENT COUPON
This coupon entitles an adult member ticket
holder to bring up to three non-member K-12 students to any WPAA program during the 21-22 season.
To redeem coupon fill in member name and student names. Present to ticket taker at WPAA concert.
Member: ___________________________
Students:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Clip this coupon and bring with your season ticket

WPAA Board Members
Cheyenne County
Bird City, Beth Klepper
St Francis; Helene Landenberger, *Althea Lebow, Marsha
Magley
Decatur County
Gove County
Grainfield, *Denise Packard
Grinnell, *Leona Dickman
Quinter, Denise and Randy Wittman
Logan County
Oakley, Donna Albers, Betty Hockersmith, treas
Connie Singer, Shane Stephenson
Winona, Ruth Smith
Rawlins County
Atwood, Millie Fisher, Charles Peckham, Chelsea Schmitt
Sheridan County
Hoxie, Marilyn Meier, pres
Sherman County
Goodland, Curtis Duncan *Eric and Roxie Yonkey
Thomas County
Brewster, Lisa Juenemann
Colby, Jan Barnum, Katina Brenn, Kevin
Juenemann, K.C., Amie Kendrick, Sandy Wilks.
C C C, Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Director

Wallace County
Sharon Springs, William and *Wilma Mai
Wallace, Cecil & Jayne Humphrey Pearce
Weskan, Vernon and Mary Beth Akers
* denotes community contact person
WEBSITES OF INTEREST
www.humanitieskansas.org/ Humanities Kansas
www.maaa.org/ Mid America Arts Alliance
www.hppr.org High Plains Public Radio
www.colbycc.edu/ Colby Community College
http://goodlandarts.org/ Carnegie Arts Center

The WPAA Newsletter is Published 3 times yearly by
Western Plains Arts Association for its members and friends.
We welcome your comments and suggestions. at
mailbox@maifarms.com
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Roxie and Eric Yonkey.........................Media Correspondents
Pat Ziegelmeier…………………..…..…….Executive Director
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