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POET LAUREATE OF KANSAS VISITS
The new Sharon Springs Public Library was the
setting for a poetry presentation by the current Poet
Laureate of Kansas, Kevin Rabas, the evening of August 10th. The program was made possible by the
Kansas Humanities Council and co-hosted by the
Northwest Kansas Library System.
Kevin is a jazz musician as well as a poet, so his
program was a combination of poetry reading and
jazz music with percussion and drumming. He cites
music as a source of inspiration for his poetry. His
presentation was “Finding the Extraordinary in the
Ordinary.” In his words, “Poetry show us that every
little bit of our lives is meaningful. Part of the poet’s
job is to remind us to observe and cherish the world
and our lives in it.”
His second collection of poems is entitled Lisa’s
Flying Electric Piano which was a 2010 Kansas Notable Book selection. His poem with the same title is
printed below.
Lisa’s Flying Electric Piano
Her full-sized electric piano flew out
of my father’s pick up truck.
I was driving. Somehow, the base
detached from the keyboard,
and it all went flying into the busy
intersection of 47th and Main.
No one hit it, and Lisa said,
“Let’s just throw it into this dumpster,
” when we had carried it
out of the road. “No,” I said.
“Let’s take it to your new apartment,”
and we did. When I turned it on,
the power eye glowed red,
but it did not play. The next day,
I found the volume slider,
turned it up, and it played perfectly.
Aside from the scrapes from the road
on its key cover, it was fine.
I practiced tying knots, roping things down,
and I dreamt, at last, of turning corners
slow, and of a keyboard
rising in flight and floating across town,
playing a well-known sonata.
The greatest achievement to the human spirit is
to live up to one’s opportunities and make the most
of one’s resources.
Lue de Vauvenargues (1715-1910)
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2017-18 PROGRAM SEASON BEGINS
Doors will open approximately 30-40 minutes before each show starts.
All programs are scheduled and listed on central time.
( All programs are subject to unavoidable cancellations and change of
time and location.)

The season opened Sunday, September 17, with GRAND MAGIC,
a full scale illusion show which is “Vegas quality entertainment yet
entirely suitable for family audiences of all ages.” It was at the Cultural Arts Center in Colby.
Sunday, October 1, 3:00 p.m. THE QUEBE SISTERS will present
authentic all-American music at the Oakley High School Auditorium.
When the three sisters from Texas take a stage, and the triplethreat fiddle champions start
playing and singing, audiences
are usually transfixed, then
blown away. And whether the Quebes (rhymes with “maybe”) are
decked out in denims and boots or fashionable dressed to the heels,
the fresh-faced, clean-cut sisters, all in their 20s, look as good as they
sound.
Sunday, October 8, 7:30 p.m. Grammy award-winning and Platinum selling artist SUZY BOGGUSS will perform her country and
Americana music with style and grace at the Cultural Arts Center,
Colby. With the release of the Illinois native’s 1989 major label debut, Somewhere
Between, Suzy quickly became one of the
key artists that defined those golden days of
’90s country. She scored a string of Top 10
singles with country radio staples like
“Outbound Plane,” “Drive South,” “Hey Cinderella,” “Letting Go” and “Aces,” and her 1991 album of that name
was certified platinum. In addition, she scored a trio of gold albums
and notched more than 3 million sales.
Sunday, October 15, 3:00 p.m. C.T, 2:00 Mountain KUBECCA, a
combo show of singer Rebecca Lowe and multi-instrumentalist Kuba
Kawnic, will feature diverse styles of musical favorites at the Goodland High School Auditorium. Originally from
Poland, Kuba began his musical career at the
age of four. Although best know for his performance on vibraphone, he has also mastered some unusual and difficult instruments, including the theremin, a rare and
complex contemporary invention accessible
to but a very few virtuosos worldwide. Rebecca is best know for her roles in the musicals Evita and Jekyll & Hyde. Booked right out
of college, and as the youngest actress to
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perform the role of Eva Peon in EVITA, she received standing
ovations and critical acclaim throughout North America and
Europe.
Monday, October 16, 7:30 p.m. WICHITA CHILDREN’S THEATRE will present “The Mark Twain Show: Stories of His
Writings” in a public performance at the St. Francis High School
Auditorium.
Monday to Wednesday, October 16 17, & 18 Wichita Children’s Theatre will perform The Three Little Pigs in area
schools Quinter, Hoxie, Colby, Atwood, Winona, and Oakley.
Friday, October 20, 7:30 p.m. the RANDY BOYS will do a
performance of varied selections at the Hoxie High School Auditorium. Their motto is “The Best Dang Music That You Ain’t
Heard yet”.
Sunday, October 29, 3:00 p.m. TWO ON TAP will present a
high-energy song and dance variety concert at the Oakley High
School Auditorium. They bring audiences back in time to an era when
couples like Fred & Ginger and Mickey
& Judy filled the silver screen with
undeniable
chemistry,
effortless harmony, and precision tap dancing. Gorgeous vocals, exciting choreography, and unique musical arrangements all take center stage in three different twoact shows which have entertained tens of thousands worldwide!
Sunday, November 5, 3:00
p.m. PRESIDIO BRASS BAND
will present their “Sounds of
the Cinema” show for the
public and then work with
students the next day. Their
public performance wil be at
the CCC Cultural Arts Center,
Colby. These five young men
present film music with a good dose of wit and humor that together have become hallmarks of every Presidio Brass performance. Audiences and music critics agree, Sounds of the Cinema is “Two Thumbs Up”, a “Must See!”
For this year’s Christmas show come to the Oakley H. S.
Auditorium, Sunday, December
3, 3:00 p.m. RIDERS IN THE SKY
will present a holiday show called
“Christmas the Cowboy Way.”
For more than thirty years Riders
In The Sky have been keepers of
the flame passed on by the Sons
of the Pioneers, Gene Autry and
Roy Rogers, reviving and revitalizing the genre.
Sunday, January 21, 3:00 p.m. FOREVER YOUNG from Branson at the Cultural Arts Center, Colby.
Sunday February 4, JEFF DAVIDSON at Sharon Springs.

LOCAL HISTORY
For those interested in learning more history of this
area, we can thank our new board member Lesa
Juenemann and her husband Fred, for the work they
have done in restoring the Minor Sod House. Lesa’s
great-grandparents, Tom and Mary Minor, purchased
the house in 1909 a year after it was built.
The Minors moved from Fullerton, Nebraska, to the
house and farm located 20 miles north of Brewster in
Rawlins County. From 1910 to 1920 their home was the
location of the Minor Post Office. Tom was the area
postmaster and delivered mail on horseback. At that
time Minor, Kansas, was officially on the map.
Originally the house had two-foot thick walls, four
rooms, wooden floors, double-hung glass windows and
a wood shingled roof. For Mary, it was a big
disappointment
compared
to
the house they
had left in
Fullerton.
Mary
wanted smooth
plastered walls,
so that change
Minor Sod House in 2008
was made to
Courtesy Chelsey Juenemann
the house as
well as covering
the outside walls with concrete to protect from the
harsh western Kansas weather. Two smaller rooms
were added on the east side.

Today the house has concrete floors, and the two
added rooms are a kitchen and bathroom with
electricity and running water. Although the house has
been made more modern, the accessories and
furnishings are true to that era of time.
In December of 2001 the house was opened to the
public as a bed and breakfast. Since January of 2005 the
Minor Sod House has been listed in the National
Register of Historical Places. Its location in the Beaver
Creek Valley adds to the historical interest, since it is
near to the sites of the Kidder Massacre and the DeweyBerry Feud.
The house is no longer and a bed and breakfast.
From 2007 to 2011 family members had been living
there. Repairs are currently being made to the house,
and there are no plans to reopen as a bed and breakfast.
Anyone interested in visiting the house can contact Fred
and Lesa Juenemann.


He is rich who is satisfied with life.

A NOTE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Dear WPAA Family,
Welcome to our 48th Season of Western Plains Arts Association! As we return to our season of performances, may we be
mindful of those who have lost so much in the recent hurricanes and wildfires. As they begin to rebuild their lives, we here
in the Northwest corner of Kansas can be thankful that we live
here, and have had a beautiful summer and start to fall.
In writing this to you, our loyal
members, I tried to create an eloquent
and artsy letter, but the recent events
and disasters our neighbors have experienced would not allow me that
privilege. Hopefully, we can all send
our prayers and support to them and
give them the stamina they need to
begin living again.
We have already enjoyed the first program of the season,
which was an amazing magic show presented in Colby. Many
children and adults of all ages watched in amazement more
illusions and magic than we could imagine. And we are able to
watch all of that because of your membership, our sponsors,
businesses, and foundations who make it possible, which are
definitely NOT illusions!!
I look forward to the harvest and beautiful colors of fall each
year, and along with that, joy and anticipation that we all enjoy
fellowship and wonderful, professional performers throughout
this new season!
Sincerely, Amie Kendrick

COMMUNITY CALENDARS
COLBY
PRIDE OF THE PRAIRIE ORCHESTRA
Watch for upcoming concert announcements
http://www.prairieorchestra.com/
PRAIRIE MUSEUM of Art and History EXHIBITS;
Oct-Mid Nov: Rebel Jay, Mixed Media
Mid Nov-Dec: Linda Ganstrom, Ceramic Belles

GOODLAND
CARNEGIE ARTS CENTER
Tuesday through Thursday 12-4 p.m.
Saturday 10-4 p.m. 785-890-6442
http://goodlandarts.org/

WPAA SOURCE OF FUNDING and how it was spent
In a recent year approximately 66% of our income came
from memberships and gate fees. About 34% came from
foundations, KAC, MAAA and grants. About 75% of the
expenses were specifically for program costs while the balance
was for payroll, insurance, printing, postage, advertising and
taxes. The important part of WPAA is the people who come.

RHEA ANTIQUE ORGAN MUSEUM
The Fort Wallace Memorial Association recently
announced the donation of the Rhea Antique Pump
Organ Collection to the museum. The major collection
of more than 55 pump and reed organs will go into
storage for a period of time and the Memorial
Association will commence another building project to
house the magnificent treasures. A new Rhea Pump
Organ Building Fund has already been established and
the association would welcome input as they create a
new home for this one of a kind collection.
The museum formerly housed in a main street
building in Sharon Springs since 2003 was a project of
Dick Rhea who began by restoring an organ that he was
asked to haul to the town dump from a church some 50
years ago. The organs range in date from 1848 to 1918,
the time period in which reed organs were built.
BRING A STUDENT
In past seasons we have made available a coupon for
ticket holders to “bring a student” to a WPAA concert.
We are repeating that offer for the current season. The
coupon below can be clipped and kept with your season
tickets.
Any group of 20 or more students will be admitted to
a WPAA program for only $5.00 per student. The group
should be accompanied by an adult sponsor.

STUDENT COUPON
This coupon entitles an adult member ticket
holder to bring up to three non-member K-12 students to any WPAA program during the 2016-17
season.
To redeem coupon fill in member name and student names. Present to ticket taker at WPAA concert to have the student name checked off. Coupon
can be used until three student names have been
checked.
Member: ___________________________
Students:
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
Clip this coupon and keep with your season ticket

WPAA BOARD MEMBERS
Cheyenne County
St Francis; Helene Landenberger, *Althea Lebow, Marsha
Magley
Decatur County
Jennings; Lynn Tacha
Gove County
Grainfield, *Denise Packard
Grinnell, *Leona Dickman
Quinter, Denise and Randy Wittman
Logan County
Oakley, Donna Albers, Evelyn Engel, Connie Singer, Shane
Stephenson,
Rawlins County
Atwood, Millie Fisher, Carole Luedders, Charles Peckham
Sheridan County
Hoxie, David Leopold, CPA, treasurer,
Marilyn Meier
Sherman County
Goodland, Curtis Duncan *Eric and Roxie Yonkey
Thomas County
Brewster, Lesa Juenemann
Colby, Jan Barnum, Katina Brenn, Kenneth Gatlin, Amie
Kendrick, Sandy Wilks.
C C C, Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Director

Wallace County
Sharon Springs, William and *Wilma Mai
Wallace, Cecil & Jayne Humphrey Pearce
Weskan, Vernon and Mary Beth Akers
* denotes community contact person

WEBSITES OF INTEREST
http://kansasarts.org/ Kansas Citizens for the Arts
www.maaa.org/ Mid America Arts Alliance
www.hppr.org High Plains Public Radio
www.colbycc.edu/ Colby Community College
http://goodlandarts.org/

The WPAA Newsletter is Published 3 times yearly by
Western Plains Arts Association for its members and friends.
We welcome your comments and suggestions. at
mailbox@maifarms.com
Staff:
Bill and Wilma Mai…………....………………..…….…Editors
Bill Mai…………………………...…………..………...Publisher
Eric and Roxie Yonkey.......................Media Correspondents
Pat Ziegelmeier…………………..…..…….Executive Director
Kevin Juenemann……………………………….….Webmaster
Web address…….................http://www.wpaa.us
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