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FROM THE PRESIDENT
As I sit down and ponder my summer letter
to you all, the temperature is again mid to upper 90s for the fourth day in a row, with nary a
drop of rain in sight!! The northwest area of
Kansas has certainly seen its share of wet
weather in recent weeks, but the sun is out drying and growing that wheat, corn, milo, and of
course, weeds!
Just as the seasons come and go, our Western Plains Arts Association Board has been aging
right along with the rest
of us! Due to some members relocating and some
feeling their “time to
hang it up” has come, we
are in desperate need of
new volunteers to help
serve on the board.
Please give any one of us listed in the newsletter
an email or phone call if you are interested, and
we can answer questions and give you an estimate of meeting times, and overall time involved as a board member.
I want to also remind you as season ticket
holders, that our membership drive is beginning
soon, and you all should be receiving notices
with the new 2017-18 season shows and the
donor levels should you wish to move up in your
level of giving. We have many businesses and
individuals who support our organization very
faithfully, and we are so grateful. Please be sure
to support those businesses who support Western Plains Arts Association.

ANNUAL MEETING HELD
The annual meeting of WPAA was held April
1. Amie Kendrick was elected as president
Wilma Mai, president-elect, Donna Albers
secretary and David Leopold continues as
treasurer. The president serves for two years.
Eric and Roxey Yonkey are Media
Correspondents.
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TENTATIVE PROGRAM SCHEDULE FOR 2017-18 SEASON
This is a tentative schedule and all programs are subject to change.
Please check the program booklet which will be printed later this summer for
more definite information on performances.

Sunday, September 17, 3:00 p.m. GRAND MAGIC is a full scale
illusion show which is “Vegas quality entertainment yet entirely suitable for family audiences of all ages.” Cultural Arts Center, Colby
Sunday, October 1, 3:00 p.m. THE QUEBE SISTERS from Texas,
triple-threat fiddle champions and vocalists, will present authentic allAmericana music. Oakley H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, October 8, 7:30 p.m. Sweet Grammy award-winning and
Platinum selling artist SUZY BOGGUSS will perform her country and
Americana music with style and grace. Cultural Arts Center, Colby
Sunday, October 15, 3:00 p.m. KUBECCA a combo show of singer
Rebecca Lowe and multi-instrumentalist Kuba Kawnik, will feature diverse styles of musical favorites. Watch for location update!
Monday, October 16, 7:30 p.m. WICHITA CHILDREN’S THEATRE
will present “The Mark Twain Show: Stories of His Writings” in a public performance. St. Francis H.S. Auditorium
Mon., Tues., Wed. October 17-19
WICHITA CHILDREN’S THEATRE will present “The Three Little Pigs” in area schools. Quinter,
Hoxie, Atwood, Colby, Winona, Oakley
Sunday, October 29, 3:00 p.m., TWO ON TAP will present a highenergy song and dance variety concert. Oakley H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, November 5, 3:00 p.m. PRESIDIO BRASS BAND will present their “Sounds of the Cinema” show for the public and then
work with students the next day. Cultural Arts Center, Colby
Sunday, December 3, 3:00 p.m. RIDERS IN THE SKY will present a
holiday show called “Christmas the Cowboy Way.” Oakley H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, January 21, 3:00 p.m. The musical theater production
FOREVER YOUNG comes from Branson, MO, and will be an exciting
and sentimental journey of a lifetime. Cultural Arts Center, Colby

Sunday February 4, 3:00 p.m. C.T. (2:00 M.T) JEFF DAVIDSON will
do a history presentation of the West through song, power point pictures, stories and verse. Sharon Springs H.S. Auditorium
Monday, Feb. 5, 8:40 a.m. M.T. School program, Sharon Springs
1:15 p.m. C.T. School program, Quinter
Saturday February 24, 7:30 p.m. The popular ACOUSTIC EIDOLON
will do their signature acoustic music of Celtic, folk and classical genres. Gateway Center, Oberlin
Continued next page

BOARD MEMBERS RETIRE
Since the first of this year several board members
have resigned, moved away, retired or are deceased.
Joan Albers retired in April and had been a board
member representing Colby since 1995. Alma Golden
retired in April. Janell Antholz representing the Rexford
Community is moving and has been a board member
since 2006. All three having served more than ten years
were named honorary board members.
Honorary board member, Jean Lowe, who passed
away in January, contributed numerous articles to the
WPAA newsletter over a period of years. Among them
was a board member profile about Alma Golden who
retired from the WPAA board in April. According to the
best information we have is that Alma was on the board
in 1973. Alma was a dedicated board member and
inspiration to all. I would like to reprint a portion of the
newsletter story about her in the January 2000 issue of
the WPAA newsletter.
“Alma's parents were the Rev. and Mrs. Zogg, her
father a Swiss immigrant.
She tells how she would
accompany her father, a Lutheran and Reformed
minister, to services where she would play the pump
organ. Alma attended grade school and high school in
South Dakota where her parents were supportive of her
love for music. She related stories of bartering for music
lessons by doing baby sitting and "fixing" hair. While
attending Midland College in Fremont, NE, where she
received a scholarship, she was a student band director
and flute soloist for the Fremont Symphony Orchestra.
She graduated magna cum laude with a degree in
German and instrumental and vocal music. Not only did
she graduate in three years--she added spice to her
campus life by being a cheerleader.”
In concluding the interview with Jean, Alma stated,
"Above all, I try to encourage young people to strive for
excellence rather than being satisfied with mediocrity."
Her legacy will prevail.

PRAIRIE MUSEUM OF ART AND HISTORY
The Smithsonian Water/Ways exhibit will be on display
from August 12 through September 24. Sunday, August
20 is the date of the grand opening.
During September, several water-themed programs
are planned. The museum is asking for your stories about
water.
Check
the
museum’s
website
www.prairiemuseum.org for more information.

Season continued
Sunday, March 4, 7:30 p.m. THE UNITED STATES NAVY BAND will do a rousing performance of concert and
patriotic selections. Colby Community Building
Sunday, March 25, 3:00 p.m. Guitarist and storyteller
JERRY BARLOW will perform for the public on Sunday
and for students on Monday morning. St. Francis H.S. Auditorium
March 26, School presentation for students, St. Francis
Sunday, April 8, 3:00 p.m. Two of the premier accordionists in the world, Dan and Kim Christian, will present
their show SQUEEZ-PLAY. They have shared their vibrant
performances throughout the world, including doing their
own production in Branson. Rawlins County H.S. Auditorium
Sunday, April 29, 3:00 p.m. C.T. (2:00 p.m. M.T.) National Hammer Dulcimer Champion, Ted Yoder, will share
his master skill that puts a fresh face on dulcimer music.
Goodland H.S. Auditorium

This is a tentative schedule and all programs are subject to change. All program times are listed as Central
Time and those in the Mountain Time zone are noted.

POET LAUREATE OF KANSAS
The Poet Laureate of Kansas™ promotes the
humanities as a public resource for all Kansans.
Kevin Rabas presents readings and discussions
about poetry in communities across the state.
Kevin is a poet, jazz musician, and professor who
teaches poetry and playwriting at Emporia State
University. He also chairs the Department of
English, Modern Languages, and Journalism. His
collection of poems, Lisa’s Flying Electric Piano, was
a Kansas Notable Book in 2010 and a winner of the
Nelson Poetry Book Award. He is the winner of the
Langston Hughes Award for Poetry, the Victor
Contoski Poetry Award, and the Jerome Johanning
Playwriting Award, among others. His most recent
poetry collection, Songs for My Father: Poems &
Stories, was published by Meadowlark in 2016
He will appear at the Sharon Springs Public
Library August 10, 5:00 p.m. C.T. (4 M.T.) His topic
will be “Finding the Extraordinary in the Ordinary”.
NEW BOARD MEMBER
Lesa Juenemann was accepted as a new board
member representing the Brewster community at
the February meeting.

COMMUNITY CALENDARS
COLBY
Picnic in the park at Fife Park every Wednesday June 7
through July 19. Bring a lawn chair or a blanket plus a
lunch.
Pickin’ on the plains
July 14-16, Bluegrass and Folk Festival, at Fairgrounds
GOODLAND
Carnegie Arts Center
July; The Nature of Things, Robin Valenzuela
Reception July 7, 5 pm
August; Sculpture & Painting, Jeff Chartier
Reception August 11, 5 pm
September—Ken Redding, Photography
CARNEGIE ARTS CENTER,
Tuesday through Thursday 12-4 p.m.
Saturday 10-4 p.m.
785-890-6442
http://goodlandarts.org/

GRINNELL
After Harvest Festival
July 14; Jimmy Dee and the Fabulous Destinations, a
50’s and 60’s rock and roll band with brass, will be
in Grinnell at a Free Outdoor Concert on Friday
evening. Great music with concessions.
WALLACE
Fort Wallace Museum
July 6-9; 1867 Exposition

PICKIN’ ON THE PLAINS

Pickin’ on the Plains, Bluegrass and Folk Festival,
features nationally-acclaimed bands in addition to live
music. Included with the price of admission are
instrument workshops available for bass, banjo, fiddle,
and vocals. They are led by musicians from the hired
bands. For the kids there are horseback rides, petting
zoo, face painting a d washable tattoos, make-and take
crafts and more! They are sure to have a blast. The
festival takes place JULY 14-16, in Colby, KS. To provide
a cool atmosphere a 4000 square foot framed canopy
is constructed. Also, surrounding the perimeter of the
canopy are water misters that blow mist underneath
the canopy. Several various food and craft venders sell
goods near the audience.
http://www.pickinontheplains.com/

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE UNDERWAY
Board members are in the process of contacting
current members and sponsors for the 48th WPAA
season programs. If you have not been contacted or
know of someone interested in being a sponsor or
member please contact someone on the board member
list on page 4 of this newsletter.

GREAT FORT WALLACE AND WESTERN KANSAS
1867 EXPOSITION, July 6-9

The year 1867 was pivotal in Kansas history and
that of the American West. A third of Kansas Counties
were established that year, along with dozens of
towns. With increasing white settlement, conflicts
with the American Indians living on the plains
escalated into all-out warfare. So many events
occurred that year in Western Kansas—the Hancock
Expedition, the Medicine Lodge Peace Treaty, the
Kidder Massacre, the Battle at Fort Wallace, and the
advent of the railroad—all would change the
landscape of our state.
In July 2017, at Fort Wallace Museum will host
historians and reenactors who will reflect upon and
interpret this incredible history. Through living history
demonstrations with dozens of costumed actors and
presentations by scholars in various subjects, the
public will get an unforgettable glimpse into the past.
July 3; The story of the Kidder Massacre will be
reexamined and retold at 2 PM MDT at the
High Plains Museum in Goodland Kansas. Speaking
will be local historian Doug Whitson. At 4 PM MDT,
program at the actual site. There re-enactors will
recreate Kidder's ride from old Fort Sedgwick.
July 6; Guided Bus Tour of the Western Vistas
Historic Byway with stops in Oakley, Russell Springs,
Historic Scott Lake, and the El Quartelejo Museum/
Jerry Thomas Gallery in Scott City.
July 7; Symposium Scholars include: John Monnett
(The Year 1867), Chris Gabel (Railroads), Rod Beemer
(Army Scouts), Mike Everhart (Kansas fossils), Leo
Oliva (Fort Wallace Battle), and Mike Baughn (Indian
Wars.) Sponsor/Volunteer Dinner that evening.
July 8; Re-enactor’s Encampment: From the
American Indian, to trappers and buffalo hunters, to
soldiers and settlers, the transformation of the West
will take place before your eyes. At 9 AM MDT, the
unveiling of a major new Western artwork by
Jerry Thomas. The grand opening of the Museum
new addition will be following the unveiling.

WPAA BOARD MEMBERS
Cheyenne County
St Francis; Helene Landenberger, *Althea Lebow, Marsha
Magley
Decatur County
Jennings; Lynn Tacha
Gove County
Grainfield, Denise Packard
Grinnell, *Leona Dickman
Quinter, Denise and Randy Wittman
Logan County
Oakley, Donna Albers, Evelyn Engel, Connie Singer, Shane
Stephenson,
Rawlins County
Atwood, Millie Fisher, Carole Luedders, Charles Peckham
Sheridan County
Hoxie, David Leopold, CPA, treasurer, Marilyn Meier
Sherman County
Goodland, Curtis Duncan *Eric and Roxie Yonkey
Thomas County
Brewster, Lesa Juenemann
Colby, Jan Barnum, Katina Brenn,
Kenneth Gatlin, Amie Kendrick, Sandy Wilks.
C C C, Pat Ziegelmeier, Executive Director
Rexford, Janell Antholz

Wallace County
Sharon Springs, William and *Wilma Mai
Wallace, Cecil & Jayne Humphrey Pearce
Weskan, Vernon and Mary Beth Akers
* denotes community contact person
WEBSITES OF INTEREST
http://kansasarts.org/ Kansas Citizens for the Arts
www.maaa.org/ Mid America Arts Alliance
www.hppr.org High Plains Public Radio
www.colbycc.edu/ Colby Community College
http://goodlandarts.org/

The WPAA Newsletter is Published 3 times yearly by
Western Plains Arts Association for its members and friends.
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mailbox@maifarms.com
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